
TRAVEL EDIT
What to do, where to go and what to take. Our top picks for a spring getaway.
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Undercastle Cottage, 
New Forest
Tucked away in the enchanted woodland  
of the New Forest, surrounded by its free-
roaming ponies, deer and birdsong, you’ll 
find this charming self-catered thatched 
cottage – set on the banks of the River Avon. 
Not only are there ample walking and cycling 
paths on your doorstep, but there’s also a wild 
swimming spot at the bottom of the garden. 
The house itself is a truly boutique retreat 
– log fires, comfy sofas and vaulted ceilings 
all make it a beautiful base from which to 
enjoy Mother Nature at her most abundant, 
particularly from the terrace, drink in hand. 
Three-night breaks start at £935, 
undercastlecottage.co.uk

THE STORY OF GARDENING
The Newt, Somerset

You don’t need to be green-fingered to enjoy the 
spectacular gardens and grounds of Hadspen House, the 
17th-century Georgian manor turned luxury hotel and 
spa. The gardens boast a walled garden, lakes, ponds 
and apple tree maze, as well as kitchen, fragrance and 
colour gardens. And that’s before you’ve ventured out 
into the ancient parkland and orchards. Don’t miss the 
new exhibition centre, 
celebrating 2,000 years 
of world horticultural 
history – reached via  
The Viper: a treetop 
canopy walkway. 
From £275 per night B&B, 
thenewtinsomerset.com  

WILD 
SWIMMING

offset.earth
This subscription-based platform allows  

members to offset their carbon emissions and  
track them with a public profile. Contributions 

start at £4.50 per month , with over 80% of profits 
supporting climate-saving initiatives around the 

world. The best bit? You can plant your  
own personal forest as you go. 

offset.earth

Souljourn yoga 
Inspired by seva, the Sanskrit word and 
yogic principle of selfless service, this 
not-for-profit yoga organisation hosts 
retreats around the globe. Over £200 of 
each person’s retreat fees are donated to 
local and international charities focussing 
on girls’ education. The trips include time 
spent in local communities, sharing the 
joys of yoga, and exciting excursions (hiking, horse-riding, 
glamping). Upcoming retreats are in Peru (22-31 May), Tibet  
(22-30 May) and Rwanda (29 June – 5 July). souljournyoga.com

BAG FOR LIFE
If you’re going to  
splash out on new 
luggage, make sure  
it’s going to last.  
Briggs & Riley designs 
smart, hardwearing, 
lightweight cases, which, 
best of all, come with 
a lifetime guarantee. 
Our favourite is the 
Sympatico carry-on  
in matte navy. 
£449, johnlewis.com
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